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Professor Martone 
English 2705-021 African American Literature 
Summer2003 
Room CH 3150 
M-F 8:00-10:00 
Office CH 3751 
Office Hour: immediately after class 
E-mail: cfjpm@eiu.edu 
Phone: 581-6982 
Agenda. An oveNiew of important contributions to African American literature, with attention to 
the poetics of resistance and overcoming Qmportance of the vernacular, genres, negotiated 
stances, tropes, signifying, etc) political and economic contexts, and gender. Close reading and 
discussion of the texts. 
Texts. 
Henry Louis Gates and Nellie McKay, The Norton Anthology of African American Literature. 
Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton, The Vintage Book of African American Poetry. 
Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God. 
Audre Larde, Zami. 
Jean Toomer, Cane. 
Requirements. There will be unannounced reading quizzes and in-class writing (25% of grade), 
as well as a midterm (25% of grade) and final examination (50% of grade). I will not give make-up 
exams or assignments. 
Attendance. You are allowed one absence for any reason. I will reduce your final grade by a 
letter or more for additional absences. (N.B. Notes from Health SeNices or elsewhere may 
constitute explanations but do not "excuse" you from class.) 
Calendar for English 2705, Summer, 2003 
s M T w TH F SA 
19 
JULY14 15 16 17 18 
Introduction Douglass, Narrative (Gates, 299) Narrative, cont'd. Harriet Jacobs, Jacobs, cont'd. 
Jupiter Hammon (Harper, What to the Slave Is the Incidents in the Life of 
3) Fourth of July? (Gates, a Slave Girl (Gates, WPASlave 
379) 207) narratives 
26 
20 21 22 23 24 25 
Without Sanctuary, W.E.B. DuBois DuBois, cont'd. Frances E. W. Harper EXAM 
httg://www.journale.com/wit The Souls of Black Folk, 613 (Gates, 408) 
houtsanctuary/main.html James Weldon 
Johnson, Preface to 
Booker T. Washington The Book of American 
Up from Slavery, XIV. The Negro Poetry (Gates, 
Atlanta Exposition Address, 861) and poems 
513 (Harper, 63) 
Dunbar (Haroer, 72) 
2 
27 28 29 30 31 AUGUST1 
Poetry Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Hurston, cont'd. Jean Toomer, Cane. Toomer, cont'd. 
of the Harlem Renaissance: Watching God. 
Claude McKay (Harper, 99) Richard Wright, 
Sterling A. Brown (Harper, The Man Who 
113) Lived 
Langston Hughes (Harper, Underground. 
142) (Gates, 1414) 
3 4 5. 6 
Lorde, Zami Robert Hayden (Harper, 165) FINAL EXAMINATION 
Gwendolyn Brooks (Harper 183) 
Sherley Anne Williams (Harper, 305) 
